Timing of eruption of permanent teeth: standard Finnish patient documents.
Current standards for the eruption of teeth are constructed mostly on the basis of cross-sectional data. The aim here was to analyze the suitability of the standard patient documents created for health center dental care purposes for the collection of longitudinal data on tooth emergence. Copies of the oral health records of the 911 children born in 1970 and 1971 and in 1980 and 1981 living in three rural communities in Finland were re-examined and analyzed using a specially compiled computer program. The means and standard deviations are in line with previous results. The sex difference in emergence timing ranged from 0.1 to 1.0 years for the various teeth. The emergence of the teeth of the second phase of the mixed dentition was later in the children living in an endemic fluoride area, this difference being statistically greater for the boys than for the girls (95% Cl for differences between means was used to evaluate statistical significance). A secular trend in the eruption of permanent teeth was found between 1970 and 1980. Patient documents are shown to be suitable for the collection of longitudinal data on dental emergence.